John and Mable Ringling Museum of Art

DWY was commissioned in early 2009 to create a master plan for the future of this world-
class museum. The mansion that has now become a regional landmark was named after
it's creator, John Ringling. The Ca’d Zan, or “House of John”, and its grounds were
designed after the Venetian estates in Italy that the Ringlings admired during their visits
abroad. The primary objectives for DWY were to create usable spaces that would provide
enjoyable outdoor experiences for the museum’s guests, circulation that was clear and
eventful, parking for the numerous activities that the museum hosts, as well as creating a
botanical destination that could educate the public in a way that connected the history of
the museum and the passion for the european gardens that the Ringlings expressed while
living at the Ca’d Zan.

DWY linked the existing museum and courtyard with the waterfront by the creation of a
wildflower pedestrian plaza, framed by broad sidewalks and royal palms. The terminus of
the axis is a locally commissioned outdoor sculpture with the backdrop of Sarasota Bay.
The walks merge along the waterfront and the guest can easily navigate toward the
mansion or to the children’s playground under the massive banyan trees. Additional
spaces were created for catering tents, restroom facilities, and a future bandshell.
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